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    It was just another ordinary Tuesday. Damien and Alfie- who had been best friends since nursery- 

were sat slumped in their chairs at the back of Mr Arnold’sboring Geography lesson. Both boys were 

dressed in their navy blue school uniforms. Damien, who was the older of the boys by two months, was 

always dressed smartly and was always top of the class. Alfie, however, found school difficult:he would 

often get in trouble for being rude to the teacher; never did his work; and his school uniform was 

always a mess!This school uniformhad not been ironed since the start of September and it was always 

certain that he would have a rip or two in his trousers from climbing into someone’s garden or scrabb-

lingup the school walls! Every so often, Mr Arnold would try to get Alfie to behave but he just didn’t like 

school. The only subject he liked was Geography and even then it had to be on earthquakes and volca-

noes.

    After another lesson, where Alfie had managed to remain in class and Damien had answered almost 

every question correctly, the boys made their way outside into the vast, colourful playground and 

waited to be given their team. It was the middle of summer and the weather forecast hadn’t been 

wrong; it was another scorching hot day. There wasn’t a cloud in sight. 

“I bet he picks you first,” joked Alfie knowing that Damien would almost certainly be picked last.

“They only pick you because they’re scared of you, Alfie,”replied Damien, slightly hurt that he was being 

targeted by his supposed best friend. 

A huge smile of happiness spread across Alfie’s face when he heard his name picked before Damien’s. It 

was the fifth day in a row now. Damienpretended that he wasn’t upset.

    It was almost the end of break when Alfie realised that he had scored all of his teams goals. Just as 

the bell rang, thick grey clouds covered the sky and blocked out any of the sunlight.

“Quickly boys, get inside before it starts to rain,” roared Mr Arnold.

But it was too late:a downpour of rain slashed down through the sky hitting the boys from every angle. 

“Race you slow coach,” teased Alfie as he got ready into a sprint position.

Before Alfie had time to set himself, he fell to the floor.

“HaHa!” roared Damien, until he realised what had happened.

     He had fallen for a reason. The whole ground beneath their feet was shaking. Damien found it 

difficult to stand and realised that they were in the middle of an earthquake. The blood drained from 

his face and everything in front of him seemed to slow down to a blur. His heart was racing at a 

million-miles-an-hour and he stood frozen to the spot.

“Hurry boys, get over here,” shouted Mr Arnold as he tried to keep his balance and keep his nerves 

calm.
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    Alfie knew exactly what was happening: he’d experienced this before. Quickly, he dashed over to the 

teacher being careful to keep away from the school building that was beginning to sway violently. 

Underneath their feet, the school playground was beginning to crack and crumble. Immediately, Alfie 

looked around for his friend but he wasn’t there! His heart sunk. Despite always teasing him, he was still 

his best friend. What would he do without him?

    Then, out of the corner of his eye, he spotted him, stood frozen to the spot near to the reception 

area. Just as he was about to get ready to sprint over to him the shaking stopped. 

“Damien! Get over here!” shouted Alfie, “It’s not safe over there!”

Damien didn’t say anything; he was too confused. The howling wind had picked up, the rain continued to 

pour down and anicy wind raced through the grounds. With every passing minute, the clouds grew 

darker and darker and the roar of thunder got ever closer to the school. Damien knew what to do - he 

had to get inside!It was the only way he could be safe. As quickly as he could, he darted towards the 

school reception. “Nooooooooooooooo!” screamed Alfie at the top of his voice. “Get away from there!”

    Just as Damien barged through the front doors of the school, the earthquake started again. This 

time the ground shook even more violently, the school building began to collapse and a large crack 

sliced through the football pitch. Alfie, who was both scared and determined, sprinted over to his friend, 

knowing that it wouldn’t be safe inside the school building. But it was too late. Just as he arrived at the 

door, the ground shook even more violently than before. The school windows shattered into millions of 

tiny pieces and the ceiling of the reception area collapsed on top of Damien. 

“AHHHH!” 

“Where are you? Where are you hurt?” squeaked Alfie, realising his friend could be in serious trouble.

“HELP!HELP!HELP!” cried a muffled voice.

 

    Alfie jumped to his feet and raced into the building, without thinking. He charged into the reception 

area and began to quickly jump overthe fallen debris from on top of his friend. His heart started to slow 

down and his face lit up, when he realised that his friend was underneath the rubble but he was still 

moving. Damien didn’t say a word. His face was covered in plaster and open cuts and his school uniform 

was now more of a red than a navy blue. As carefully as he could, he lifted his friend up and carried him 

to one side. He didn’t seem too badly injured apart from a cut just below his knee on his left leg. Alfie 

knew that the earthquake might not be over so he wrapped his jumper tightly around Damien’s leg, 

placed him over his shoulder and carried him outside to safety. Would anyone ever believe they’d been 

through such a devastating event?
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brothers best friends cousins enemies 

 

•
 ______________________________________________________________________________  

 
• ______________________________________________________________________________ 

• ______________________________________________________________________________ 

• ______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

1.  How do Damien and Alfie know each other? Circle one. (1 mark)

4.  Circle the word which is closest in meaning to the word ‘vast’. (1 mark) 

3.  What was the only subject that Alfie liked? Why do you think this might be? (2 marks)

 

2.  In the first paragraph, how is Alfie different to Damien? (2 marks)

5.  Why might Alfie have been picked first for the team? (1 mark) 

7.  Why did Alfie fall to the floor? (1 mark) 

6.  In the third paragraph, how do you know that the weather was bad? (2 marks) 

Questions

_______________________________________________________________________________________
____  
 _______________________________________________________________________________________
____

 

miniscule exciting tiny  large  
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• ______________________________________________________________________________ 

• ______________________________________________________________________________ 

8.  Where did Alfie tell Damien not to go near? Why? (2 marks) .

9.  How did Alfie know that Damien was still alive? (2 marks)  

10.  Place these events in the correct order (1-5). 

Alfie carried Damien out to safety. 

The weather got worse and the thunder came closer. 

Alfie and Damien are sat in the back of class.

Mr Arnold told the boys to hurry up. 

Alfie sprinted over to help Damien. 

  

____ 

____

 

 

 

 

 

Questions
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_______________________________________________________________________________________
____ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________
____

brothers best friends cousins enemies 

 

•
 ______________________________________________________________________________  

 
• ______________________________________________________________________________ 

• ______________________________________________________________________________ 

• ______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

1.  How do Damien and Alfie know each other? Circle one. (1 mark)

4.  Circle the word which is closest in meaning to the word ‘vast’. (1 mark) 

3.  What was the only subject that Alfie liked? Why do you think this might be? (2 marks)

 

2.  In the first paragraph, how is Alfie different to Damien? (2 marks)

Alfie doesn’t dress smartly, his uniform is messy and he struggles in class whereas Damien is top. 

Geography because it covered exciting and dangerous topics such as volcanoes and earthquakes. 

5.  Why might Alfie have been picked first for the team? (1 mark) 

Alfie might have been picked first as he was better at sport than Damien. 

Grey clouds covered the sky and rain slashed through the sky. 

There was an earthquake

7.  Why did Alfie fall to the floor? (1 mark) 

6.  In the third paragraph, how do you know that the weather was bad? (2 marks) 

 
 

 

miniscule exciting tiny  large  

 

 

Answers
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____ 

____

• ______________________________________________________________________________ 

• ______________________________________________________________________________ 

8.  Where did Alfie tell Damien not to go near? Why? (2 marks) .

9.  How did Alfie know that Damien was still alive? (2 marks)  

10.  Place these events in the correct order (1-5). 

Alfie and Damien are sat in the back of class.

Mr Arnold told the boys to hurry up.

The weather got worse and the thunder came closer.

Alfie sprinted over to help Damien.

Alfie carried Damien out to safety.

  

1

2

3

4

5

 

 

 

 

 

The school reception because if there was another shock from the earthquake, the building might

He cried for help and he was still moving. 

fall on him. 

Answers


