

















Answers

5. How might Alfie know what was happening and how to react? Why? (2 marks)

He'd experienced an earthquake before so he knew how to keep himself safe.

6. What does it mean by the phrase: ‘...it was like he was in his own little bubble...” (1 mark)

He was in his own world, he was distracted and not concentrating to what was happening.

7. How is the weather mimicking the action in the fifth paragraph?

The weather has got worse and become more violent as the earthquake has got worse. At the

beginning of the story, the weather is pleasant whereas now it is the opposite to reflect that the

situation is scarier and dangerous. The wind had increased, the rain was heavier, the clouds were

darkening and the thunder was getting closer. This all shows that the setting is more threatening to the

safety of the characters.

8. How do Alfie’s emotions contrast between the last two paragraphs? Why?
Alfie was terrified to start with as he doesn’t know where Damien is or if he is still alive. Tears

start to well up in his eyes showing that he is upset and he is frustrated with the events that have

occurred as he smashes his fist into the ground and screams. However, by the last paragraph he is

feeling more hopeful as he hears Damien shouting for held and finds his body in the rubble.

Although he is still worried about his friend due to his injuries, he is able to pick him up and take

him to a safer place so he will feel relieved.

9. Place these events in the correct order (1-7).

Alfie carried Damien out to safety. 7
The weather got worse and the thunder came closer. 4
Alfie teased Damien about being picked for the team. 2
Alfie and Damien are sat in the back of class. 1
Mr Arnold told the boys to hurry up. 3
Alfie started to cry, thinking Damien was seriously injured. 5
Alfie sprinted over to help Damien. 6
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